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Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, many of my Democratic col-
leagues today have criticized Repub-
licans in Congress as do-nothings, but
my own view is a little different.

It is certainly true that the Nation
has real needs. Economists tell us that
legislation held hostage here would
create millions of jobs and put many
Americans back to work. Instead of ad-
dressing those needs, Congress is just
dysfunctional.

But considering what Republicans in
Congress want to do, it is a great bless-
ing that Congress has done next to
nothing. They have repeatedly voted to
repeal health care reform—33 times ac-
cording to one count—as if denying
health insurance for preexisting condi-
tions would put Americans back to
work.

They have voted to gut or eliminate
the funding for Wall Street reform—
putting us right back where we were 5
years ago with the Bush administra-
tion policies that created the painful
downturn that we are now in—and at
least 55 times voted to restrict wom-
en’s reproductive rights and access to
affordable health care, which included
repeated attempts to eliminate funding
for Planned Parenthood. It is hard to
see that as a job creation agenda.

Mr. Speaker, better to do nothing
than what they want to do.

CUT TAXES FOR AVERAGE AMERI-
CANS AND REBUILD OUR INFRA-
STRUCTURE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am ready to cut taxes for Ameri-
cans, average Americans, the middle
class and rebuild our infrastructure.

Unfortunately, after wasting the last
2 years and after spending the entire
month of August at home without
making even the slightest effort to fix
the Nation’s economy, the Tea Party
Republicans plan to adjourn next week
for another 6 weeks after being here for
8 days. Instead of going on vacation,
why don’t we fix the Nation’s business?
Why don’t we handle the business that
we have to take care of?

We act like petulant children around
here. These Tea Party Republicans
stick to their obstinate demand to cut
taxes for millionaires and turn Medi-
care into a voucher program. We can’t
afford to continue to handle our busi-
ness like this.

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s time for
Congress to get to work. I think we
should stay here and not leave for an-
other 6 weeks, leaving the Nation’s
business hanging.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 6213, NO MORE
SOLYNDRAS ACT, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 779 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 779

Resolved, That at any time after the
adoption of this resolution the Speaker may,
pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare
the House resolved into the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 6213) to
limit further taxpayer exposure from the
loan guarantee program established under
title XVII of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed 90 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. In lieu of the amendment
in the nature of a substitute recommended
by the Committee on Energy and Commerce
now printed in the bill, it shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule an
amendment in the nature of a substitute
consisting of the text of Rules Committee
Print 112-31. That amendment in the nature
of a substitute shall be considered as read.
All points of order against that amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived. No
amendment to that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be in order except
those printed in the report of the Committee
on Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time on
the legislative day of September 20, 2012, or
September 21, 2012, for the Speaker to enter-
tain motions that the House suspend the
rules, as though under clause 1 of rule XV.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman,
my friend from Massachusetts (Mr.

September 13, 2012

MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 779 provides for a struc-
tured rule for consideration of H.R.
6213. This rule provides for the discus-
sion and opportunities for Members of
the minority and the majority to par-
ticipate in this debate.

I rise today in support of this rule
and the underlying bill. The underlying
legislation ensures that all American
taxpayers will never again be forced to
pay hundreds of millions of dollars be-
cause of this administration’s politi-
cally motivated risky bets.

H.R. 6213 draws on the lessons
learned from the failed Department of
Energy Loan Guarantee Program,
which invested $5635 million into a solar
energy company named Solyndra. Un-
fortunately, Solyndra went bankrupt,
leaving hardworking Americans with a
check for over half a billion dollars.

Solyndra has become synonymous
with the Obama administration’s reck-
less spending programs that have done
nothing to create the jobs our country
so desperately needs, nor those that
had been promised by the President of
the United States and the Democratic
Party. Despite warnings that the com-
pany was unsustainable and would
surely fail, the administration was
blinded by their political agenda and
committed over half a billion dollars in
taxpayer dollars to a privately held
company.

In fact, during a 2011 restructuring of
the loan, the administration placed pri-
vate investors ahead of taxpayers when
it came to reimbursement in the event
of bankruptcy. Given these practices,
it’s no wonder that our current Presi-
dent has created budget deficits in ex-
cess of $1 trillion each year he has
served as President.

In addition to ensuring that the Fed-
eral Government does not throw tax-
payer dollars after the investments,
H.R. 6213 also highlights the need of
the Federal Government to stop prop-
ping up failed companies which cannot
support themselves in the open mar-
ket. The Federal Government should
not guarantee hundreds of millions of
dollars in taxpayer-backed loans to
companies that do not have a business
model that supports sufficient private
investment. The administration should
not pretend to be a venture capitalist
with taxpayers’ money.

In testimony before the Rules Com-
mittee yesterday, Congressman ED
WHITFIELD, chairman of the Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Energy
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